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New homes 
The opening of our new 
development in Consett…

Howzat! 
This man has an amazing 
cricketing story to share…

90th Birthdays
Nine of our residents 
have celebrated their 
birthdays…

Paint packs 
Don’t forget to snap up 
your heavily discounted 
decorating packs...

Man’s best friend 
A dog owner has raised 
thousands of pounds for 
charity…

Good neighbour of the year 
Meet Christine Fletcher, the very worthy winner  
of our 2015 Good Neighbour of the Year Award.
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Winter message 
Durham County 
Highways and Street Scene
Tel: 03000 261000 or report it online at 
www.durham.gov.uk/saltbins

South Tyneside
Tel: 0191 4277000 or email: 
customerhelp@southtyneside.gov.uk 

Sunderland
Tel: 0191 5205550 or email:  
enquiries@sunderland.gov.uk

Gateshead
Tel: 03001 235000 or email:  
customerservices@gateshead.gov.uk 

If you have a salt bin that needs re-filling please 
contact your local authority, using the following: 

The couple’s home is on almost exactly the same spot 
where they first met just over 50 years ago at the Berry 
Edge steelworks in Consett.

Joe and Eunice opened their home for viewing at the 
recent official opening of our 30-home development  
at St James Court, Regent’s Park, Consett.

The homes have been built as part of The Genesis 
Project, which is seeing over £150 million being spent  
to transform the former Consett steelworks site into  
a development consisting of homes, shops, parks  
and offices.

Joe, 77, said: “Eunice and I met whilst working in the 
offices of the steelworks and when we moved in we 
realised our new home was pretty much on the same 
spot, which is incredible.

“I remember when the steelworks closed in 1980 and 
what a devastating impact it had on the community,  
so to see it now providing new homes for local people  
is fantastic.

“We couldn’t be happier with our bungalow. Given our 
history with the site and even though we lived in Consett 
before moving here, it feels like we have come home.”

Blast from the past 

DAMHA exists to build 
homes and communities  
and this is a great example

Moving into their new DAMHA home was like a blast 
from the past for Joe and Eunice Davison.

Our two-bedroom 
bungalows are the first 
and only almshouses 
which will be built on 
the Berry Edge site. We 
have invested £3 million 
in the development, with 
£500,000 of this coming 
in the form of a grant 
from the Homes and 
Communities Agency.

Irene and Chris Anderson, 
who are also living in one 
of the DAMHA homes, 
added: “If we had sat 
down to design our own 
bungalow this is the one 
we would have come up 
with, so it’s perfect.”

The guest of honour at the 
opening ceremony was 
Gordon Gray, former Chief 
Executive of DAMHA.

He said: “I have been 
involved in the opening 
of many developments in 
my time and I can safely 
say it’s one of the best. 
To be asked to open a 
scheme like this is a great 
accolade and I hope the 
residents enjoy living in 
such amazing homes.”

Current DAMHA Chief 
Executive Paul Mullis 
said: “We are very 
proud to be part of the 
regeneration of the Berry 
Edge steelworks. DAMHA 
exists to build homes and 
communities and this is a 
great example of what can 
be achieved by working in 
partnership.”

We hope the weather is not too severe this winter but please 
remember that we are not responsible for clearing snow or ice 
from paths, yards or roads at your scheme.

We are once again 
offering our residents the 
opportunity to get their 
dogs micro-chipped for 
free, so if you haven’t had 
your dog chipped yet, 
please get in touch as 
soon as possible.

In conjunction with The 
Dogs Trust we have 
trained staff who can 
carry out this virtually 
painless procedure, 
which involves inserting 
a microchip the size of a 
grain of rice between the 
dog’s shoulder blades, 
just behind the scruff of 
its neck. It takes just a few 
seconds to insert 
and there are 
no after 
effects.

The microchip has a 
unique code used to 
identify a dog in the event 
the animal gets lost or 
stolen, and is the best way 
of getting your animal 
back should the worse 
happen.

Any resident interested in 
having their dog micro-
chipped should contact 
Helen Sinden at our  
head office.

Following the recent announcement that 
the ‘Right to Buy’ is to be extended to 
housing association tenants, many of  
our residents have contacted us to 
enquire if they are able to buy their  
home at a discounted price.  

We have now had confirmation from the 
National Housing Federation and the 
government that Almshouses continue  
to be exempt from this legislation.  
As DAMHA is the largest Almshouse 
Charity in the country, this means that our 
residents will not be able to buy their own 
home under the Right to Buy scheme.

The only time DAMHA would offer their 
bungalows for sale to the sitting resident 
is where a scheme has been deemed 
‘redundant’. These bungalows would 
then be sold on the open market as  
and when they become empty. In this 
type of situation the bungalows are all 
sold at market value and no discounts 
are applicable. 

If you need any further information on 
this issue, you can contact DAMHA’s 
Head of Housing, Pauline York, who  
will be happy to help.

Dog chipping – 
it’s the law 

Right to Buy Update

When calling, please quote the reference number 
painted on either the top or side of salt bin.

From 2016 it will be a legal requirement 
that every dog owner in England will have to 
microchip their animal under plans intended to 
deal with an increase in the number of strays.
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Residents’ Forum (with 3 pics)

Good neighbour 
of the year

Christmas Draw Results
Prize Ticket 

No.
Sold By

1st £100 7550 Mrs Molyneux

2nd £75 7114 Mr Miles

3rd £50 5386 C Jones

4th Food & Wine Hamper 2364 Mr Dickinson

5th Food & Wine Hamper 7999 Mr Moore

6th Cookpot Hamper 8864 J Roache

7th Kindle 240 Mrs Atkinson

8th £15 M & S card 5435 C Jones

9th Double underblanket 3377 Mrs Foster

10th Tetley Gift Set 3683 Mr Frostwick

11th Costa Gift Set 5746 Janet Jones

12th Guilyan Choc Gift Set 7455 Mrs Molyneux

13th Thorntons gift set 9196 Mr Routledge

14th £10 Debenhams Gift Card 5080 Mr Jeavans

15th Thorntons Santa/
Snowman gift set

11179 Hazel Whinn

Residents’ Forum
Our annual Residents’ Forum is always one of the highlights 
of the year and the 2015 event was one of the best yet.

The Forum was one again 
held in the Chester-le-
Street Methodist Church, 
with 80 of our residents 
attending.

Entertainment was 
provided by our very own 
Resident Board Member 
Una Mack, who sang with 
her group The Bowers 
Singers. They were 
supported by Richard who 
along with some fantastic 
piano playing to Christmas 
songs, also got up to ‘sing’ 
a little song of his own, 
which had the audience  
in stitches.

Not to be outdone, Una 
then took to the mic 
to share her very own 
(drunken) recipe for 
Christmas brandy cake 
and to read out one of  
her amazing poems.

Following the 
announcement of the 
Good Neighbour Award 
(see page 5), we then 
announced the winners 
of our Christmas Draw, 
which is in aid of the 
Residents’ Social Welfare 
Fund. Residents then 
enjoyed a buffet lunch.

We would like to thank 
everyone who sold, and 
bought, raffle tickets for 
the draw, as well as those 
who donated prizes.

A woman who tended to her neighbour after she 
suffered a brain haemorrhage, whilst also battling 
cancer herself, has won DAMHA’s good neighbour 
of the year award.

Christine Fletcher (pictured 
in the red jumper) was the 
overwhelming choice of judges 
deciding on the annual award, 
which recognises the selfless 
efforts of people living in our 
homes.

The 57-year-old, who lives in 
Trimdon Grange, was nominated 
by a number of people, including 
her husband Peter, who said: 
“Christine takes time out every 
day before she goes to work to 
visit all our neighbours to see  
if they need any help.

“When one of the neigbours, 
Sylvia, had a fall Christine called 
an ambulance and kept talking to 
her until they came.

“Sylvia had suffered a brain 
haemorrhage and Christine 
stayed with her all night in 
hospital until her family arrived 
from Southampton. She then 
visited her by bus in James  
Cook Hospital, Middlesbrough, 

three times a week while she  
was in intensive care.

“Sylvia was eventually moved  
to a care home but the visits 
continued for eight months  
even though Christine was ill 
herself with cancer. 

“I don’t know where she gets  
her strength and positive  
attitude from.”

Christine, who received a trophy, 
plaque and cheque for £150, is 
still receiving treatment for bowel 
cancel but is now in remission.

She said: “I have never let my 
health get in the way of helping 
others and whilst I think there  
are others more deserving than 
me, I am very proud to receive  
this award.

“I get up early each morning 
to check on our ten elderly 
neighbours and when Sylvia was 
in hospital in Middlesbrough,  
I would travel for an hour on the 
bus to see her, then an hour back 
to go to work in the afternoon.

“I would do that for anyone in need 
because we are not all as lucky to 
have people around us to help.”

The second prize went to Joyce 
Hogg, who lives in the aged 
miners’ homes in Marsden Road, 
South Shields. She was nominated 
by a number of her neighbours 
for the help she provides, 
including making meals, helping 
with medication and providing 
companionship. Joyce receives  
a plaque and cheque for £100.

Third prize went to Trevor and 
Adele Brooks (pictured either 
side of Paul Mullis above), of 
Middlestone Moor, Spennymoor. 
They were nominated by their 
neighbour, Carol Sowerby, 
for the support they provided 
her following the death of her 
husband. Trevor and Adele receive 
a plaque and a cheque for £75.

Paul Mullis, DAMHA Chief 
Executive, said: “We had over  
120 nominations this year and 
whilst the judging is always 
difficult because everyone is  
so deserving, we felt Christine 
was a very worthy winner. Her 
selfless dedication to others at 
a time when she had her own, 
serious, medical problems is  
so admirable.”

This year’s awards were once 
again sponsored by Aareon  
UK Ltd.

I don’t know 
where she gets 
her strength 
and positive 
attitude from.
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It was just one of the 
days that everything 
went right for me.

There are some sporting 
achievements that are a little  
out of the ordinary.
Sir Steve Redgrave’s five Olympic 
gold medals, Boris Becker winning 
Wimbledon aged 17 and Donald 
Bradmen finishing with a test 
average score of 99.94 are just some 
of these extraordinary achievements.
We are pleased to say that we have 
someone living in one of our homes 
who had one of these ‘once-in-a-
lifetime’ sporting moments.
It was 8th August 1953 and Joe 
Davison was playing for the Shotley 
Bridge Cricket Club Second 11 
against Craghead.
Joe’s friend and colleague, George 
‘Geordie’ Nash had won the toss and 
elected to bat. Joe, an all-rounder, 
batted high up the order and he was 
called into action after Shotley lost  
a few early wickets.

After “getting his eye” in, Joe soon 
started racking up the runs and at 
the end of his innings he was 59  
not out, which was a good score  
for limited overs cricket.
So, it was then Shotley’s turn to field 
and this is where the magic really 
started to happen. Craghead were 
comprehensively beaten in what the 
press at the time referred to a “one 
man” display by Joe, who had a hand 
in dismissing every one of the ten 
batsmen.
This is what Joe did:
n	 Took 4 wickets in 4 balls 
n	 Took 5 catches, including  

one off his bowling
n	 Ran someone out
n	 Took a stumping

Joe still has a nice memento of his 
achievement, namely the match ball 
which was presented to him on an 
engraved plinth.
Joe says: “I played football too but 
cricket was always my favourite 
game and through my friend 
George, who worked at the Consett 
steelworks with me, I ended up 
playing for Shotley Bridge from  
1954 to 1973.
“Amateur cricket was very different 
back then. You didn’t have your own 
equipment like you do now; it was a 
case of sharing bats and pads and 
there was no safety equipment like 
helmets either.
“We had lots of great games 
at Shotley but the one against 
Craghead is obviously the one that 
stands out most. It was just one of 
the days that everything went right 
for me.”

When Joe ‘retired’ from amateur cricket he did 
so without scoring 100 runs in an inning, which 
was something he always wanted to do. But he 
was persuaded to come out of retirement for 
one game in the mid-70s and Joe, being Joe, 
only managed to do that as well!
He recalls: “I remember being on 96 when I got 
a slight touch on the ball which landed at my 
feet. I looked at the bowler to check if it was ok 
to pick up as technically you can be given out if 
you handle the ball, and he nodded, so I threw  
it back to him.
“Then there was a cry of ‘howzat’ from another 
player on the boundary and to my shock the 
umpire gave me out. I couldn’t believe I had 
been given out when I was so close to 100 so 
I stood my ground and refused to move.
“The bowler, who was also the 
captain, told the umpire I wasn’t 
out, so he let me resume my 
innings and I went on to  
make 109.
“So, it’s fair to say I had an 
eventful career in amateur 
cricket, with some amazing 
memories.”
If you, or someone you 
know, has a story to share, 
we would love to hear 
from you. Please get in 
touch with Helen Sinden 
at our head office and 
we will then make 
arrangements to 
interview you at 
your home.

Howzat!
As part of our regular 
series featuring the 
life stories of people 
living in our homes 
we speak to a man 
who has a tale that 
will bowl you over.

Joe is pictured standing 
up second from the left. 



That is why we would like to bring 
your attention to a great deal we 
have with leading painting supplier, 
Crown Paints, which means our 
residents can buy home decorating 
packs which are massively 
discounted from shop prices.

Depending on what packs you opt 
for – there are some for minor 
work, others for decorating a one, 
two or three-bedroom home and 
a wallpaper pack -  they contain a 
range of items needed to paint a 
home, including emulsion, rollers, 
brushes, white spirit and dust sheet.

Priced at just £95.03 for a one-
bedroom home and £105.73 for a 
two-bedroom home, they represent 
a terrific saving and have been 
specifically created to suit each 
type of property. If you bought the 
products in a shop they would cost 
considerably more.

Among the residents who have 
already taken advantage of the  
packs are Les and Christine Foster, 
from Simpson Cottages, Morpeth.

They said: “We bought a pack to 
decorate our one-bedroom home 
and we couldn’t believe how much 
you get in them. 

“It was more than enough to be able 
to decorate every room in our house, 
bar one that didn’t need doing, and 
we still had some left at the end.

“It’s a fantastic offer and because 
you are buying trade paint the quality 
of the actual paint is so much better 
and in our case it meant we only 
needed to apply one coat.”

Emma Alexander, Crown Paints’ 
Contractor Sales Manager for the 
North East Region, said: “When you 
think about decorating, the paint and 
brushes are the obvious things you 

need, but people often forget you 
need so much more to do the job 
right, such as dust sheet, masking 
tape, sandpaper and, in some cases, 
filler and caulk.

“Our packs are put together with  
all different jobs in mind and they  
are significantly discounted from 
shop prices.

“We also give residents who buy 
the packs a discount card so in the 
future they can get 20% of painting 
supplies from a Crown Decorating 
Centre, not only for themselves but 
their friends and family too.”

Each paint pack is home delivered by 
Crown, or alternatively they can be 
collected from a Crown Decorating 
Centre.

For more Information, please contact 
the DAMHA office on 0191 388 11 11.
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A Diamond couple

Painting by numbers

September brought the 
first four birthdays of 
this edition. Mrs Joyce 
Stradling, of Horden, 
celebrated on the 2nd; 
followed by Mrs Delia 
Warnett, of Middlestone 
Moor, on the 8th; Mrs 
Elizabeth Proud, of Ushaw 
Moor, was the 13th 
September and Mrs Mary 
Slavin, of Birtley, the 21st.

October brought a further 
two, starting with Mr 
Kenneth Hood, of Seaham, 

and Mr Thomas Tilley,  
of Horden, on the 9th  
& 12th respectively.

Mr Arnold Melgalvis, 
of Bishop Auckland, 
celebrated on 13th 
November; followed by 
the final two December 
birthdays for Mrs Lilly 
Dowell, of South Shields, 
on the 25th and Mrs Freda 
Chapman, of Spennymoor, 
on the 31st.

Congratulations to you all.

Emma Alexander shows 
Les and Christine Foster 
some samples.

Lily Dowell

Freda Chapman

Arnold Melgavis

Delia Warnett

Mary Slavin

Kenneth Hood

Decorating your 
home can be an 
expensive business, 
especially when you 
add up the cost of the 
paint, the brushes, 
rollers, masking 
tape, and everything 
else you need to do 
the job properly.

“Stick at it and don’t give up even when 
you are having problems,” say County 
Durham couple Joyce and Witty Walling, 
who recently celebrated their Diamond 
(60th) wedding anniversary.

Joyce worked at the Odeon cinema in 
Bishop Auckland and met the young 
miner and farm labourer Witty over a 
tub of ice-cream.

They were married a year later on 
8th October 1955 at Bishop Auckland 
registry office. The radiantly happy 
couple, of Holberry Terrace in Coundon, 
described how they started married life 
in a one-bedroom flat.

Mrs Walling, 78, said: “For the first five 
years we did not have hot water, a flush 

toilet, a washing machine or a cooker. 
We had one gas ring to cook on and a 
coal fire for heating.

“Things have changed a lot since then 
but we are still as happy as ever.”

The doting couple are enjoying their 
retirement with their two sons, 
six grandchildren and two great 
grandchildren.

*We would also like to congratulate 
John and Margaret Golightly on their 
recent Diamond wedding anniversary. 
John and Margaret met at a dance  
hall in Horden and were married at  
St Andrews Church in Blackhall on  
3rd September 1955.

A couple who met at a cinema where the bride-to-be worked 
as an usherette, have given some sound advice to young 
couples starting out.

90th birthdays

We have 9 residents who have celebrated their 
90th birthday since the last edition of The Banner.

Picture courtesy of 
The Northern Echo
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Man’s best friend

Picture courtesy of 
The Northern Echo

Geoffrey Gregg takes his 
four-year-old crossbreed 
dog Patch to the PDSA 
animal hospital in 
Sunderland at least every 
three months for treatment 
for a skin allergy.

The 68 year-old, from 
Tursdale, County Durham, 
is so appreciative of 
the centre’s work, in 
particular the care of vet 
Jessie Hetherington that 
he wanted to boost the 
charity’s coffers.

He gave £50 to the B&M 
store in Ferryhill, which 
then made up a hamper 
and ran a raffle and 

collected donations, raising 
£305.38 for the PDSA.

Mr Gregg said: “It is free 
treatment although we 
always make a generous 
donation but I wanted 
to do a little more, I was 
absolutely delighted with 
how much was raised.”

Mr Gregg and Patch 
featured in a television 
advert for the charity and 
the photogenic pooch’s 
picture is on display in  
all PDSA shops. 

A mine of information

HOUND

COLLIE

DALMATIAN

MASTIFF

SHEPHERD

BOXER

CHIHUAHUA

ROTTWEILER

TERRIER

PINSCHER

BULLDOG

BEAGLE

SETTER

CORGI

Wordsearch
Types of dog

If you are looking to find out more about 
your family’s coalmining past, then you 
need to discover its ‘hidden depths’.

Scrutiny  
Panel update 

Our resident Scrutiny 
Panel is in its fifth year, 
and at the last meeting 
held in October 2015, 
Carter Johnson was 
re-appointed as Chair for 
the forthcoming year, with 
Allan Pallister replacing 
Jim Caine as the new  
Vice Chair. 

The panel is currently  
full but if you are a  
DAMHA resident and  
are interested in joining  
in the future, please 
contact Helen Sinden  
on 0191 3881111.

‘Mining Durham’s Hidden 
Depths’ is an ongoing 
project to index the 
names of mineworkers 
using thousands of 
historical documents 
from the Durham Miners 
Association records.

Volunteers scour original 
documents looking for 
miners’ names and the 
mine they worked at, and 
index them. This means 
anyone searching for an 
ancestor can simply type 
their details into the online 
search and quickly see 
which documents refer to 
them and ask to see the 
originals or order a copy.

Some records are 
simple lists of workers’ 
names but others give 
a surprising amount 
of detail about miners, 
their injuries and their 
dependents. Volunteers 
have so far added 209,605 
entries.

If you’d like to help keep 
our mining history alive 
by indexing these original 
documents at the Record 
Office, please get in touch 
on 03000 267 619.

If you are researching 
family history, you will 
find Hidden Depths 
information at www.
durhamrecordoffice.org.
uk/Pages/

I was absolutely delighted 
with how much was raised

A dog owner has raised hundreds of 
pounds for a charity that helps him 
care for his beloved pet.

Scarecrows
Congratulations to  
‘The Happy Hopper 
Gang’ who won an 
award in the annual 
Easington Village 
Scarecrow Competition.

Our residents from 
Hopper Street received 
the Founders Shield for 
their entry of children 
at a school crossing 
patrol.



Recipe Corner

Durham Aged Mineworkers’ Homes Association

PO Box 31, The Grove, 168 Front Street,  
Chester le Street, County Durham, DH3 3YH

Freephone: 08000 432642 
Fax: 0191 3882838 

Calls welcome via Text Relay Service

Email: info@damha.org.uk 
Website: www.damha.org.uk 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/durhamAMHA
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Ingredients:

200g/7oz self-raising flour

200g/7oz sugar

1 tsp ground ginger

1 tsp bicarbonate of soda

55g/2oz margarine, plus 
extra for greasing

1 free-range egg, beaten

2 tbsp golden syrup

240ml/9fl oz hot water

1. Preheat the oven to 180C/350FGas 4. 
Grease and line a 28cm x 18cm/11in x 7in 
baking tin with greaseproof paper.

2. Mix the flour, sugar, ginger and 
bicarbonate of soda together in a bowl. 
Using your fingers, rub the margarine 
in until the mixture resembles 
breadcrumbs. 

Add the beaten egg, syrup and hot  
water and mix well with a wooden  
spoon until combined.

3. Pour the mixture into the prepared tin 
and bake in the middle of the oven for 
35–40 minutes, or until golden-brown and 
the top is springy to the touch. Leave to 
cool in the tin. Once cool, cut into squares.

Method:

Ginger sponge cake


