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A tribute to George
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George was a long standing Executive Committee
member, a Life Property Trustee and Chairman of
Committee.

He was highly regarded in the mining community,
having worked as Head of Industrial Relations at
the NCB in the North East, and in that role tirelessly
seeking the welfare and alternative employment for
miners made redundant during the pit closures of
the 1980’s.  

During the war, he served as a tail gunner in
Lancaster bombers and survived many missions

over enemy territory.  During later years, he
dedicated much effort to recording and passing on
the history of the Association and of the Durham
Coalfield in general, having penned many articles
for this publication, mainly through his Mostly
Mining column.

A kind, honest, humble and much respected man,
with a strong personal Christian faith, his opinion
was always carefully considered, and highly valued,
by all who had the privilege of knowing him.
He is sadly missed by all.

New Vice-President Scrutiny Panel
Update Stephen Fergus (pictured below) was

elected to the position of Vice-President
at the DAMHA Executive Committee
meeting in November 2014.

Stephen replaces Norman
Hardy, who decided not to seek
re-election after eight years'
service as Vice-President. We
would like to thank Norman for
his service and he will continue
to serve as a Trustee on the
Executive Committee.

Our resident Scrutiny Panel is 
now in its 4th year, and at the 
last meeting held in October 2014,
Carter Johnson was re-appointed 
as chair for the forthcoming 
year, with Jim Caine serving 
as Vice Chair.
The panel is current full but if you are a DAMHA resident
and are interested in joining the panel in the future, please
contact Helen Sinden on 0191 3881111.

The Association was saddened to note the death of
George L Atkinson MBE on 23rd August 2014, 
after a short illness.  
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Settling in Consett
A woman whose arthritis got so bad
she resorted to living in her
bedroom has told how a chance
encounter with a stranger resulted
in her being given her dream home
by DAMHA.
Kath Cain had just about given hope of finding a home that would
be better suited to her needs, having struggled to maintain her
three-bedroom family home in Gateshead.

Crippling arthritis meant she found it difficult using the stairs in
that home, so she had resorted to spending most of her days and
nights in her bedroom.

Wanting to move closer to her daughter Tania, she began looking
for homes in the Consett area but struggled to find anyone who
was building bungalows.

Then, whilst visiting a new build development, a man asked her if
she needed any help and when she explained what she was
looking for, he told about a five-bungalow scheme being built by
DAMHA in nearby Delves Lane, Consett.

After looking at the homes under construction, she then went to
DAMHA’s head office in Chester-le-Street to apply for one of the
homes.

Kath said: “With only five homes available I never thought for a
second I would be lucky enough to get one of the homes so after
filling out the forms I put it to the back of my mind.

“Then, a few months later I received a call to say I was going to be
given a home, and that this was mainly down to my personal
circumstances.

“My arthritis can be really painful so I had practically resorted to
living in the bedroom of my own home to avoid having to go up
and down the stairs too many times

“My new home is so nice and as everything is one level, it just
makes everything to much easier.

“Meeting that man was a stroke of luck but it has changed my life
for the better.”

Paul Mullis, Chief Executive of DAMHA, said: “There is a real
shortage of new build bungalows across County Durham, so we are
delighted to have been able to build five new homes in Delves Lane 

“We are glad to have been able to help Kath and that she is
settling in so well.” 

The homes were built on the site of the old miners’ hall, and
subsequently a recording studio, at Percy Terrace. The scheme
has been named after the late David Guy, former President of the
Durham NUM. The two-bedroom bungalows include a bath and
walk-in shower, as well as solar panels which help to heat the
water.



Free dog micro-chipping
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If you have a dog do you know that
as a DAMHA resident you can get
them micro-chipped for free?
All you need to do is make an appointment at your nearest
participating veterinary centre.

Micro-chipping helps identify your dog if lost or stolen and it will
soon be a legal obligation, from April 2016, for all dogs to be
chipped - so don’t miss out on this offer.

The process is simple and will not hurt your dog. 

A tiny microchip about the size of a grain of rice is inserted under
your dog’s loose skin, on the back of the neck. This gives the dog
their own unique code. If your dog becomes lost or stolen and is
picked up by the dog warden or turns up at a shelter or vet’s office,
the microchip can be scanned and matched to your contact details,
which are kept on a database.

Call: 0330 123 0334 or visit www.chipmydog.org.uk for your
nearest participating vet.

Please note vets cannot chip cats or 
other pets through this scheme

Louder than words

Happy birthday to:

DAMHA has recently achieved re-accreditation in the Louder than Words charter mark from Action
on Hearing Loss, after undergoing a rigorous assessment process for the third year running.

We are delighted with the re-accreditation as it shows we are continuing to be committed to delivering the highest quality of service 
to all of our residents, service users, trustees & staff.  

Nine residents have celebrated their
90th birthday since the last edition 
of The Banner.
September brought three birthdays, the first belonging to Mr Lawrence
Elder, of Hamsterley, on the 12th followed by Mrs Elizabeth Maguire, of
Jarrow, on the 14th and Mrs Iris Cranston, of Rowlands Gill, on the
30th.

October saw a further two, starting with Mr George Blades, of Ushaw
Moor, on the 14th followed by Mr John Toole, of Leadgate, on the 20th.

November saw four birthdays, the first belonging to Mrs Evelyn
Sanderson, of Southwick, on the 5th, followed by Mrs Audrey Frosdick,
of Consett, on the 8th. Mrs Mary Wilson, of Horden, celebrated on the
19th, closely followed by Mr William Grundy, of Whickham,  on the 19th.

Congratulations to all!
Mrs Cranston

Mr George

Mr Blades

Mrs McGuire

Mrs Sanderson
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Going to ground 

Residents living in some of our bungalows in
Easington once again scored a cracking goal 
in the village’s annual Scarecrow competition.
People in Hopper Street won the ‘best theme’ category for their Happy Hoppers
football team, complete with replica strips, pitch and goalposts

This is the second year in a row that the residents have won a category, proving that
when it comes to making scarecrows they are very much top of the league!

Back of the net

Durham County
Highways Action Line on 0191 370 6000

Report it online at www.durham.gov.uk/HAL

South Tyneside
Customer contact centre on 0191 4277000

Email: customerhelp@southtyneside.gov.uk

Sunderland
City & Neighbourhood on 0191 5205550

Email: enquiries@sunderland.gov.uk

Gateshead
Waste Services and Grounds Maintenance on 0191 433 7000

Email: customerservices@gateshead.gov.uk

Durham Aged Mineworkers’ Home Association is about to
award a new contract for its ground maintenance service.
DAMHA’s Residents Gardening Club is involved in selecting the contractor, who will be responsible for all areas of ground maintenance,
including grass cutting, shrub trimming, weeding and tree maintenance.

The Club will continue to meet with the new contractor every three months to review standards compliments and complaints. The company
will be expected to build on the good work of the previous provider, Jones Donnelly Landscapes Ltd. 

We will be announcing the name of the contractor in March and will put the details on our website.

Winter message
We would like to remind residents that DAMHA is not responsible for
clearing snow or ice from paths, yards or roads at your scheme.
If you have a salt bin that needs re-filling please contact your local authority, quoting the reference number painted on either the
top or side of the bin, using the following contact details:
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Ron and Betty are
good neighbours
A couple described as being “sent
from heaven” have been crowned
the 2014 DAMHA Good Neighbours
of the Year.
Ron and Betty Batey were nominated for this year’s award by two
of their neighbours, John Moore and Janet Simpson.

Mr Moore says despite not being in their best of health themselves,
this has not deterred Ron and Betty, who help him and other
neighbours in their street at Carrside, Framwellgate Moor.

He says: “Ron and Betty have been sent from heaven for me,
running errands and making meals for me.

“Ron helps me when I shower as I am not steady enough on my
feet and he sits with me as I get lonely, so I am delighted that he
and Betty have won this award.”

Mrs Simpson added: “Both Ron and Betty have had setbacks with
their own health but that hasn’t stopped them helping others,
doing everything from shopping for and making meals for John
through to putting bins out for other neighbours.

“They are both gems, but modest too, and they are so deserving
of this award.”

Mr and Mrs Batey, who received a trophy, plaque and cheque for
£150, said: “It was such a lovely surprise when we discovered we
had won the award, but we don’t think we are doing anything
special.”

The second prize went to Bobby Edwards, of Shotton Road,
Horden. He was nominated by his neighbours Margaret Smith and
Robert and Elizabeth Churchill.

Mrs Smith said: “I have to go to the Sunderland eye infirmary for
treatment every month and Bobby drives me despite being in poor
health himself. He refuses to let me pay him and he is the kindest
person I know.”

Mr and Mrs Churchill said: “Bobby does all our gardening and
looks after the bins and anything else we can’t manage ourselves.
He is the best person you could have as a neighbour.”

Mr Edwards, who received a plaque and a cheque for £100, said:
“I am just doing my best to be a good friend and neighbour, and I
don’t do it for personal gain, but it is very nice to receive this
award.”

Third prize went to Patrick McManus, of Willow Court, Coxhoe. He
was nominated by his neighbour Kenneth Stanworth, who said:
“Pat helped me tremendously following my strokes by offering
emotional and physical support for which I am truly grateful. He
has a great community spirit and will always give a knock on the
door to see if we need anything.”

Mr McManus, who received a plaque and a cheque for £75, said:
“It was very nice of Kenneth to nominate me. What I do for him is
no trouble and I am glad to be able to help him.”

Paul Mullis, DAMHA Chief Executive, said: “We had some very
strong nominations this year and all of our winners are very
deserving.

“It proves that community spirit and the desire to help others is
very much still evident in our homes.”

This year’s award was once again sponsored by Aareon UK Ltd.



7

the banner   Winter 2015 / Issue 69

Residents Forum
The Good Neighbour of the Year
award was presented at our annual
Residents’ Forum.
This year’s event, at the Chester-le-Street Methodist Church, was
another great success, with over 50 of our residents attending.

We began with a lovely performance from the choir at Pelton
Community Primary School who sang a number of Christmas
carols, with residents joining in as well.

Following the announcement of the Good Neighbour Award, we
then announced the 32 winners of our Christmas Draw, which is in
aid of the Residents’ Social Welfare Fund (see separate panel
above). Residents then enjoyed a buffet lunch.

We would like to thank everyone who sold, and bought, raffle
tickets for the draw. This prizes year this ranged from a top prize
of £100 through to Argos vouchers and chocolates.

Paul Mullis, DAMHA Chief Executive, said: “The Residents’ Forum
is always a popular event and for many it signifies the start of the
Christmas period, especially when you hear the lovely carols that
were sung by the children.”

Christmas draw results
The ticket numbers of the top 10 prize winners are
listed here. For a full list please contact the office

Prize Ticket No. Sold By

1st £100 11210 Mrs Whinn

2nd £75 3896 Derek Gray

3rd £50 2772 A Foster

4th Hamper 8783 J Simpson

5th Hamper 11017 Mrs Whinn

6th M&S Hamper 7056 S Miles

7th Indulgence M & S Hamper 5351 J Jones

8th Thorntons Chocolate Gift Set 3423 E Gardner

9th Guilyan Chocolate Gift Set 2763 C Fletcher

10th Tetley Tea Gift Set 2854 A Foster
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A trip to the cinema led to 50 years
of wedded bliss for Jim and Jean
Appleby.
The couple, from Birtley, who have two children and three
grandchildren, recently celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary.

Jim, now 71, was working for the council (he was also a miner for
over 25 years) when he went with a mate to the local picture house
in Birtley to see the Cliff Richard film ‘The Young Ones’.

Spotting Jean with someone he knew, plucky Jim and his mate
‘hopped’ in the seats next to the young girls and struck up a
whispered conversation whilst Cliff strutted his stuff on the silver
screen.

Afterwards, Jim walked Jean to the bus stop and there began a
two-year courtship which led them to get married in Birtley
Methodist Church in September 1964.

Jim said: “I was 19 when we met and Jean was almost 17 but once
we announced the engagement he parents said we had to wait a
year until they could save up for the wedding.

“That suited me because I couldn’t get hire purchase to buy
furniture for our new home until I turned 21!

“We had a lovely wedding with over 100 people present and went

on to have two amazing children, and now we have three great

grandchildren too.”

Jean and Jim celebrated their golden wedding anniversary with a

small party involving friends and family.

Jim added: “I always say the best thing that happened to me was

meeting Jean and whilst like every couple we have had our ups and

downs in life, we have had a happy life and hopefully there is even

more happiness to come.”

To mark their anniversary, Durham Aged Mineworkers’ Homes

Association, whose property Jean and Jim live in, presented the

couple with a bouquet of flowers.

Chief Executive Paul Mullis said: “We do this for all our residents

who celebrate significant birthdays or anniversaries and it was lovely

to hear Jim and Jean’s story of how they met.”

Love at the flicks



Langley House

News from…
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Bulmer House 
We currently have a temporary
manager at Bulmer House, Derek
Malcolm, and he has been doing a
great job looking after the needs of
residents and organising activities.

Among the recently activities included a performance by a
ukulele band and a concert by a duo called ‘Pack Your Bat’, who
entertained the residents with songs from the 1950s and 1960s.

There was plenty going on over the Christmas period with
residents going to see the pantomime Little Red Riding Hood at
the Customs House in South Shields. Our Christmas party was
also a success with bingo, entertainment, good food and drink
getting everybody in the Yuletide spirit.

We have welcomed Chris Conway as
the new manager of our Langley House
residential home in Horden.
The mother-of-two, who also has two grandchildren, previously
worked in a care home in Stockton before being approached to
take on the management of 26-bedroom Langley House.

Chris, who has worked in care for over 30 years, has been tasked
with making the home the first choice for people looking for care for
a relative or loved one in Horden and the surrounding areas.

But it is already clear that Langley House has a very caring
environment with a real family atmosphere.

“The staff team is excellent and the residents and their families are
lovely and supportive.

“Having worked for large care homes in the past, I can testify that
smaller is definitely more beautiful and I look forward to many
happy years at Langley House.”

One of Chris’ first objectives is to create a varied activity
programme for residents, and to encourage the local community
into the home. This has already included a show by an Elvis
impersonator, pie and pea supper, raffle and Christmas party.

She explained: “Whilst respecting that this is home to 26 people,
we would like to introduce coffee mornings, fetes and other events
that would be of interest to the local community.

“I believe having people of different ages in the home will be of
benefit to the residents who will welcome seeing new faces and
becoming involved in new events.”
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The then Prime Minister, Winston Churchill,
charged Ernest Bevin, Minister of Labour
and National Service to increase coal
production.

Mr Bevin decided that from all 18 to 24
year old men conscripts drafted to serve in
the armed forces one in ten were to be
directed – on pain of imprisonment and
irrespective of background or ability - to
work underground in British coal mines.

Approximately 48,000 Bevin Boys (as they
came to be known) undertook unskilled
manual jobs to release more experienced
miners to move on to coal production at
the coal face.

The role played by Bevin Boys should not
be lost to history and one of the people

ensuring this doesn’t happen is DAMHA
resident Mary Wilson.

During the war, and still only in her teens,
along with many young girls/women, Mary
was sent to Scotland to ‘look after’ the
Bevin Boys.

She explained: “These boys came from all
over the UK and many hadn’t been away
from home before, so they had never
cooked or cleaned for themselves before.

“Whilst they were down the mine we
would clean their rooms, do their laundry
and made them meals. We also played
cards and games with them to keep their
spirits up.

“The conditions in which they were
employed were dangerous yet many of
them were branded as cowards for not
going off to fight, which wasn’t the case.
They were lovely boys who did such a
great thing for their country.”

Whilst in Scotland Mary learned that one
of her brothers, William, had been killed in
Normandy. It was also in Scotland where
she met her husband Alexander. The
couple went on to have two children and
one grand-child.

After Alexander passed, and after 52 years
living in Scotland, Mary moved back to her
current DAMHA home in Pelton Fell. 

In 1943 the United Kingdom faces a crisis in coal production as
there was only three weeks of coal stock available. This put the
country’s ability to win the Second World War in jeopardy.

Helping 
the Bevin 
Boys
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Recipe: 
Italian meatballs
with orzo

1. Chop the basil leaves and reserve some for
serving. Mix the chopped basil with the mince,
garlic and oregano. Season and roll into 20-24
meatballs.

2. Heat the oil in the frying pan over a fairly high
heat and brown the meatballs for 5/6 minutes.
Stir in the passata and bring to the boil. Turn
down to a simmer and cook for another ten
minutes.

3. Bring a large pan of water to the boil and cook the
orzo as per the pack instructions. Once cooked,
drain and spoon onto a serving platter or individual
plates. Top with the meatballs and basil and add
parmesan if you wish.

Medium Sudoku Puzzles 10 
www.printablesudoku99.com 
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Recipe 

Small pack basil

500g/2oz beef mince

1 tbsp dried oregano

1 tbsp olive oil

540g jar passata

300g/11oz orzo pasta

Parmesan shavings to serve (optional)

Sudoku Puzzles
Notes:



Durham Aged Mineworkers’ 
Homes Association

PO Box 31, The Grove, 168 Front Street, 
Chester le Street, County Durham, DH3 3YH

Freephone: 08000 432642   
Fax: 0191 3882838
Calls welcome via Text Relay Service

Email: info@damha.org.uk   
Website: www.damha.org.uk
Twitter: @DurhamAMHA

DAMHA now has its own QR (Quick Response) code. 
If you have a smart-phone you can scan the code and it will take
you immediately to our website. There are a number of QR reader
applications available to download, depending on what phone you
use, but a quick search via your phone’s browser will reveal these.


